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Source: Trends in College Pricing 2016 - College Board



So, why does this matter to 
TCC?



Cost of Attendance at the Claremont Colleges

Fees (per year) POM SCR PIT CMC HMC

Tuition $49,005 $50,766 $50,160 $50,945 $54,347

Room & Board $15,605 $15,679 $15,762 $15,740 $17,592

Assoc. Students $347 $216 $270 -- $289

Books & 
Supplies (est.)

$900 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $800

Other expenses 
(est.)

$1,200 $1,000 $1,000 $1,500 
(misc.)

$1,400

Total avg costs $67,057 $68,461 $68,192 $69,385 $74,428

Source: The Claremont Colleges Admissions & Financial Aid pages.





Percentage of students at TCC who are receiving some form of financial aid

POM SCR PIT CMC HMC

67% 58% 46% 49% 75%



From: http://bit.ly/2njTcOf 

http://bit.ly/2njTcOf


Reading Support from Statista: “The statistic shows data on undergraduate student spending on textbooks in the United States in 
spring 2016, by book type. An average undergraduate student spent 125 U.S. dollars on new print textbooks for the spring term 2016. 

Among those who purchased a new print textbook, the spending amounted to 255 U.S. dollars.”



But really, why should we 
care? 

What colleges, universities and libraries 
are doing about this. 



Open Educational Resources (OERs)
Open Educational Resources (OERs) are any type of educational materials that are in the public domain 
or introduced with an open license. The nature of these open materials means that anyone can legally and 
freely copy, use, adapt and re-share them. OERs range from textbooks to curricula, syllabi, lecture notes, 
assignments, tests, projects, audio, video and animation. -- UNESCO

Affordable Course Materials
Affordable Course Materials are educational materials that have been made freely available, or at a low 

cost. (vague, we know!) -- Brigham Young University Guide

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/open-educational-resources/what-are-open-educational-resources-oers/
http://guides.lib.byu.edu/OER


Here’s what we’re already 
doing...

Here are challenges we need to think about...



Opportunity to get to know faculty and discipline
Faculty request: “I was wondering if I 
can coordinate with you to put 
together a course packet for my class 
in lieu of a textbook. There isn’t the 
perfect textbook, so I have very 
specific chapters that I want for my 
students to have some certain 
textbook. I need help in getting the 
rights to copy and distribute to my 
class. Could you help me with this? I 
would love to set up a time soon and 
chat.”

➢ Copyright
➢ Learn about the 

discipline needs
○ Dissatisfaction with 

available resources
○ Instruction in a 

discipline
➢ Relationship building 



One of the Associate Deans in the 
Admissions Office, sent me some 
information about your work with 
students surveying the affordability of 
course materials, and I was wondering if 
you would be available to talk more 
about it. I am on [the] team in the Office 

[Diversity], and I am very interested 
in students’ experiences 
once matriculated. If you’re 
interested, I would appreciate the 
opportunity to meet – over email, phone, 
or in person – to discuss the survey 
and the data you are collecting, to the 
extent that you can share.

Book stacks inside the Honnold Mudd Library, Claremont University Consortium: 
CCDL : ccdl.libraries.claremont.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/ccp/id/8779/rec/1



Student sentiment survey - results are consistent 
with public school findings 
➔ I do what is necessary, but the cost significantly impacts my budget and life. 

➔ I skipped dinner 3 nights last week so I could afford my textbooks for module 2

➔ I have personal expenses such as groceries and I have to decide to whether buy a textbook or 

purchase groceries for the next couple of weeks

➔ Sometimes I would rather invest the money in gas for the commute than in buying course 

materials

➔ In September, I didn't have enough money to pay rent and buy books, so I chose rent, and 

bought books in October. 

➔ Food money has to be used for books.

.



Student sentiment survey - implications for the 
library, for faculty, for the college ...

Student checking out books, Harvey Mudd College: 
ccdl.libraries.claremont.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ccp/id/7396



Have any of you had similar 
conversations with faculty or students?



What are academic libraries doing with OERs?

“Democratizing knowledge is our professional mission and our ethical and moral obligation, 
and we do it in various ways.  Protecting free (all kinds of free) access to information is one 
way we enact our collective mission, and the OER movement is part of this”

https://www.unh.edu/it/news/2015/06/oer-pilots-how-libraries-matter 

List by state for OER policies, programs, and projects: 
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/list-of-oer-policies-projects/ 

https://www.unh.edu/it/news/2015/06/oer-pilots-how-libraries-matter
https://www.unh.edu/it/news/2015/06/oer-pilots-how-libraries-matter
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/list-of-oer-policies-projects/
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/list-of-oer-policies-projects/


Education and Advocacy

College of William & Mary students responded to an informal poll 
about textbook costs on a whiteboard in Library's lobby

Specific positions 
& working groups



Education and Advocacy
Guides at libraries Events, presentations

http://libguides.libraries.claremont.edu/ScholarlyCommunication/home



Faculty Incentive 
Programs

https://www.csusm.edu/ids/calm/ http://libguides.bc.edu/affordable 

https://www.csusm.edu/ids/calm/
https://www.csusm.edu/ids/calm/
http://libguides.bc.edu/affordable
http://libguides.bc.edu/affordable


Open Textbook Initiatives

Check the 
comments 
tho’

http://guides.temple.edu/textbookaffordability 

http://guides.temple.edu/textbookaffordability
http://guides.temple.edu/textbookaffordability


State-wide initiatives

http://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/ 

2012: In California, Governor Jerry Brown has 
signed two bills (SB 1052 and SB 1053) that will 
provide for the creation of free, openly licensed 
digital textbooks for the 50 most popular 
lower-division college courses offered by 
California colleges. 

https://creativecommons.org/2012/09/27/california-passes-
groundbreaking-open-textbook-legislation/ 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2871/Enrolled 

http://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/
http://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/
https://creativecommons.org/2012/09/27/california-passes-groundbreaking-open-textbook-legislation/
https://creativecommons.org/2012/09/27/california-passes-groundbreaking-open-textbook-legislation/
https://creativecommons.org/2012/09/27/california-passes-groundbreaking-open-textbook-legislation/
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2871/Enrolled
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2871/Enrolled


What’s going on at the CCL?
● This workshop!
● This survey 
● CTL faculty incentive pilot
● Stealth OER education

Student sentiment survey



Discussion:
Do you have burning questions or comments 
about anything you’ve heard during the 
presentation?

Any thoughts about how else we (the library) 
might support our students? 

Do you see a role for us in this OER/Affordable 
Course Materials movement here at TCC?

http://libguides.libraries.claremont.edu/OER-AFCM 
http://libguides.libraries.claremont.edu/OER-students 

http://libguides.libraries.claremont.edu/OER-AFCM
http://libguides.libraries.claremont.edu/OER-AFCM
http://libguides.libraries.claremont.edu/OER-students
http://libguides.libraries.claremont.edu/OER-students
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