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From the Editor

The last issue celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the Exxon Education Foundation by
reprinting Allyn Jackson's essay, which surveyed many of the programs that the Foun­
dation supports. These programs have had a great impact on much of mathematical
ed ucation, for whi ch professors, teachers, and student s are grateful.

This issue celebrates the tenth year of the Humanistic Mathematics Network Journal
supported by the Exxon Education Foundation. The Ne twork started in March of 1986
with a three day conference at Harvey Mudd College on the top ic "Examining Math­
ematics as a Humanistic Discipline."

Thirty university and college mathematicians and philosophers participated in the d is­
cussions. As wi th many new or rediscovered areas of mathematics, there were amblgu­
ities and unanswered questions . The experience , however, was posi tive enough to con­
tinue the discuss ions by means of a newsletter (now this journal).

Humanistic dimensions of ma them atics discussed included :
• An appreciation for the role of intuition, not on ly in understanding, bu t in crea ting

concep ts that appear in their final version to be "merely technical."
• An appreciation of the human dimensions that motivate d iscovery - competition,

cooperation, the urge for holistic pictures.
• An understanding of the value judgements implied in the growth of any discipline.

Logic alone never completely accounts for what is investigated, how it is investi­
gated , and why it is investigated.

• A recognition of the need for new teaching and learning formats that will hel p wea n
our students from a view of knowledge as certain, to-be-received .

Mathematicians and other academics are aware of these idea s at a deep or subconscious
level. A few, such as H. Poincare, H. weyl. and A. N. Whitehead, have articulated the
ideas at length . In the tightly constrained situation of formal education the themes and
d imensions of humanist ic math ematic s and other disciplines are some times buried or
overlooked .

The newsletter that was originally sent to the thirty conferees is now the journal sent to
over 1500 readers a ll over the wo rld - North and South America, Europe, Africa, Aus­
tralia, the Middle East, China, etc. Authors are as Widespread as read ers. Academic
and pub lic libraries receive and circulate the Jou rnal. While some doubted that human­
istic mathemat ics could be defined, others thought the meaning was obvious.

Although letters to the editor are not new, the journal is starting a new section of com­
ments and letters. Harald Ness, who suggested a Comments section, will ed it it. In this
issue, two letters comment on an article of the previous issu e - each with strong feel­
ing, but on opposite sides.

Your essays, poems, puzzles, polemics, and ran dom thoughts are invited in the spiri t of
humanistic mathema tics.
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