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108 ALISO

*H. microphyllus Rydb., Carlquist 15847 (RSA)

*Prunus fremontii Wats., RSA prop. no. 6524

*P. ilicifolius (Nutt.) Walp., Carlquist s.n. (San Antonio Canyon)
*P. lyonii (Eastw.) Sarg., cult. RSA

Rubus spectabilis Pursh, Carlquist 1 July 1972

*Spiraea douglasii Hook., RSA prop. no. 7546

Dried wood samples were boiled in water and stored in aqueous 50% ethyl
alcohol. All woods were sectioned on a sliding microtome. Sections were stained
with safranin; in most instances, they also were counterstained with fast green,
which permitted detection of vestigial borders on pits of the living imperforate
tracheary elements. A simple polarizing apparatus aided in revealing presence of
starch. Macerations were prepared with Jeffrey’s Fluid and stained with safranin.

RESULTS

Because the object of this study is not purely comparative, the data collected
are restricted to the four anatomical features specified in the last paragraph of the
Introduction. Although an attempt has been made to locate families in which
wood characteristically has tracheids plus living (often septate) libriform fibers or
fiber-tracheids, that objective can be realized only in limited terms. If the hy-
pothesis of tracheid dimorphism is valid, early stages will feature in a given wood
the presence of conductive tracheids plus living fiber-tracheids (e.g., Austrobai-
leya). Tracheids may at first not be distributed primarily with relation to vessels
(e.g., Austrobaileya). If woods with tracheids plus septate fibers evolve over time,
however, the tracheids would be expected to develop a vasicentric pattern (because
of the advantage of this pattern with relation to conductive safety: Carlquist
1985a), and the fibers may not remain septate (or otherwise with living contents).
For example, the woods of Ceanothus (Rhamnaceae) or Quercus would be of this
description. Are the woods of Ceanothus and Quercus ultimately derived from
tracheid dimorphism, or do they represent a result of another pathway? In genera
such as these, the criteria whereby tracheid dimorphism can be established in
earlier stages of evolution of this pathway are now not present. Therefore, phylads
in which the vasicentric tracheid habit has become well established cannot be
cited here, and only those families in which some genera have true tracheids as
the sole imperforate tracheary element type, whereas other genera in those same
families have tracheids plus living fibers, are cited here. Even within these, some
appear to represent earlier stages (4ustrobaileya) than others (Maytenus).

Austrobaileyaceae

AUSTROBAILEYA (Fig. 1-4).—In the wood of Austrobaileya scandens imperforate
tracheary elements include tracheids (thicker-walled cells, Fig. 1-2; Fig. 4) and
septate fiber-tracheids (Fig. 3, center). Pits in fiber-tracheids are conspicuously to
vestigially bordered, but no simple pits were observed on imperforate tracheary
elements. The range of pit diameter in tracheids and fiber-tracheids is shown in
Fig. 3—4. Fiber-tracheids have nuclei, but starch was not observed in this material.
Axial parenchyma is present in a vasicentric scanty pattern (Fig. 1, 2). Distribution
of tracheids and fiber-tracheids is approximately random with respect to vessels
and vasicentric parenchyma.



