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Graduate Claremont, CA 91711
University | www.cgu.edu/art 909-621-8071

You are cordially invited to join us for
Manny Llanura's Master of Fine Arts Thesis Show:

The Standard Model

OPENING RECEPTION
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 | 6:00 pm- 9:00 pm
Artist talks: 7:00 pm

East Gallery | Claremont Graduate University
251 E. 10th Street | Claremont, CA 91711

MFA Thesis Exhibition will run from March 25 - 29, 2019
Gallery Hours
Monday - Friday, 10 am -5 pm

www.mannyartist.com
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MANNY LLANURA
CLAREMONT GRADUATE UNIVERSITY
MASTER OF FINE ARTS THESIS SHOW
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MANNY LLANURA

ARTIST STATEMENT

PHOTOGRAPHY IS MY MEDIUM. MY WORKS EMBODY AN EXPERIENCE OF ME
INTERACTING WITH ANOTHER PERSON, OR AN ADVENTURE IN A PLACE THAT HAS SOME
PERSONAL OR HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE FROM WHICH | TRY TO ELICIT A VIEWER’S OWN
EXPERIENCES AND POSE QUESTIONS ABOUT THEIR PERCEPTION OF THE WORLD.

“THE STANDARD MODEL” IS A BODY OF WORK CREATED FROM PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE
LOs ANGELES FASHION WEEK SPRING/SUMMER 2019 COLLECTION RUNWAY.

EACH FINAL WORK STARTS WITH OVER A THOUSAND PHOTOS THAT BECOME THE RAW
MATERIALS FROM WHICH | EVENTUALLY PRODUCE MY FINAL PIECE. MY PHOTO PROCESSING
WORKFLOW IS AKIN TO A PAINTER WHO USES A BRUSH LOADED WITH PAINT, LAYING
INDIVIDUAL STROKES ON A CANVAS, CREATING A REPRESENTATION OF A SUBJECT. | GRAB
“PAINT” WITH MY CAMERA AND LAY IT ON A DIGITAL “CANVAS”. NOT LITERAL PAINT BUT,
FROM A PHOTOSHOOT, OR A PHOTO EXPEDITION, | SELECT THE PHOTOS THAT BEST
REPRESENT MY SUBJECT. IN ADOBE PHOTOSHOP AND LIGHTROOM, | EDIT THOSE PHOTOS BY
CROPPING, COLOR CORRECTING AND BALANCING TO CREATE INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS THAT COULD
STAND ON THEIR OWN. IN EACH PHOTO, | CONSIDER FORM, COLOR, LINE, TEXTURE AND
PATTERN. | THEN METICULOUSLY STACK THESE PHOTOS, SOMETIMES NUMBERING UP TO ONE
HUNDRED. DEEP IN THE FINAL PIECE ARE THE LIGHTS, SHADOWS, HUES, TONES OF A
THEMED SHOOT.

| BELIEVE THAT THE ABILITY TO FOCUS ON WHAT IS IN FRONT OF YOU IS NOT DIRECTLY
PROPORTIONAL TO HOW DETAILED THE IMAGE IS. CONSEQUENTLY, THE COROLLARY TO MY
THESIS IS THAT AN AMOUNT OF BLUR, CHAOS AND VIBRATION RESULTS IN A BETTER
REPRESENTATION OF THE SUBJECT. THE SWEET SPOT OF COMPREHENSION IS SOMEWHERE
IN BETWEEN. IT IS A GIVE AND TAKE. | WANT MY VIEWER TO HAVE THE CAPACITY TO INJECT
THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES, THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS INTO MY ART. | WANT THEM TO FILL-~
IN THOSE MISSING PIXELS, COMBINE MARKS, OR ERASE SOME OF WHAT THEY SEE IN ORDER
TO RELATE TO MY WORK.

ULTIMATELY, ART IS A FORM OF COMMUNICATION. ALTHOUGH A DRIVING MOTIVE IN
MAKING MY WORK IS ENJOYING THE PROCESS OF TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS, | ALSO WANT TO SAY
SOMETHING TO THE PERSON WHO SPENDS TIME VIEWING MY FINISHED PIECES. MY GOAL IS
TO INCITE APPRECIATION OF WHAT HUMANS HAVE DONE OR ARE DOING IN THIS WORLD. I
WANT TO AWAKE IN THE VIEWER THAT PART OF US THAT EXPERIENCES LIFE BEYOND
LANGUAGE AND VISUAL CUES TO SEE WHAT EMOTIONS, MEMORIES AND SENSATIONS EMERGE.

www.mannyartist.com
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Opening Reception
Tuesday, March 26, 2019
Claremont Graduate University
210 E. 10%" St. Claremont CA.
East Gallery
Show runs from March 25-29, 2019
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