
Humanistic Mathematics Network Journal

Issue 12 Article 11

10-1-1995

Letter Division
Paul J. Tobias

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarship.claremont.edu/hmnj

Part of the Mathematics Commons

This Open Educational Resource is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at Claremont at Scholarship @ Claremont. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Humanistic Mathematics Network Journal by an authorized administrator of Scholarship @ Claremont. For more
information, please contact scholarship@cuc.claremont.edu.

Recommended Citation
Tobias, Paul J. (1995) "Letter Division," Humanistic Mathematics Network Journal: Iss. 12, Article 11.
Available at: http://scholarship.claremont.edu/hmnj/vol1/iss12/11

http://scholarship.claremont.edu/hmnj?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fhmnj%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.claremont.edu/hmnj/vol1?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fhmnj%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.claremont.edu/hmnj/vol1/iss12?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fhmnj%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.claremont.edu/hmnj/vol1/iss12/11?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fhmnj%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.claremont.edu/hmnj?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fhmnj%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/174?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fhmnj%2Fvol1%2Fiss12%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarship@cuc.claremont.edu


•

•

•

•

•

•

the annotated instructor's ed ition (ISBN 0-53494­
395-0) contains annotations in the margin, an­
swers to exercises, and "How to Use" which gives
section-by-section teaching hints and stra tegies
and information on course planning
the carefull y w ritten studen t solution manual (not
authored by Ms. Kaseberg) gives solutions for all
odd numbered exercises
assessment materials (ISBN 0-53494-397-7) pains­
takingly modeled after the au thor's style contain
two versions of tests, a list of other question s, and
one p roject p roblem for each chapter
assessment materials are available in hard copy,
and on d isc for Mac and IBM
the textbooks and all supplementary materials are
due at the d istribution center August 21, 1995
for more information contact International
Thompson Publi shing Co., 1-800-423-0563

Mathematics Before Calculus, Revised Final Draft.
Memphis, TN: American Mathematical Association
of Two-Year Colleges .

National Co uncil of Teachers of Mathematics (1989).
Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School
Mathematics. Reston, VA: Author.

Nationa l Council of Teachers of Mathematics (1991).
Professional standards for Teaching Mathematics.
Reston, VA: Author.

Nationa l Council of Teachers of Mathematics (1992).
Algebra for the Twenty-first Century: Proceedings for
the August, 1992 Conference. Reston,VA: Autho r.

Nationa l Council of Teachers of Mathematics (1995).
Assessment Standards for School Mathematics.
Reston, VA: Author.
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Test your math logic! Each letter stands for a digit
from 0 through 9; the same digit stands for the same
letter throughout the problem (answ ers on p.46).
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However , it is a curious trait of hu man nature that

"The good that I would I do not; but the evil I
wo uld not, that I do."

(Paul, c56)

Unless they are very self-disciplined and able to man­
age their time to good effect, many students put off
doing their learning, some times until it was too late.
They wou ld have liked the tu tor to keep them under
pressure to d o the work. They would also have liked
the reassurance of tu tor feedback regularly and fre­
qu en tly.

Some disliked the independence culture, first, be­
cause they were not used to it, and secondly, because
they were unwilling to take so much responsibility for
their ow n learning . Their previous educational expe­
riences had not exposed them to ambiguity or inde­
pendence.

Some felt (rightly) that they were in a competitive
situation with the ir peers and so were reluctan t to
share their learning with them. This is an unfortunate
consequence of the presen t economic clima te where
employment and studyopportunities are limited . The
name of the game is to get ahead of the other person ,
rather than for all to move forward together.

It was also d isappointing to find that qui te a few
students were no t really fired up with curiosity and
en thusiasm for mathematics. Their goal in life was to
get a degree as painlessly as possible.

Some valuable lessons for next year's teaching have
been learned .
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