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attachedto the lower surfacenearabrupt integumental
margins as found at the edgesof the elytra, the ab
domen, the pronotum, etc., may develop abnormally
elongate perithecial stalk and basal cells when they
grow outward and upward around such margins (un
pub. obs.).

Though they probably are more closely related to
one anotherthan to many other membersof the Stig
matomycetinaesensuTavares(1985), on the basisof
the appendagealone,Rossiomycescannotbe regarded
as congeneric with Autophagomyces or Bordea as
thesegeneraare defined in this study. Whenotherspe
cies of Rossiomycesare discovered,the generic de
scription doubtlesswill need emendation.

The conceptof Rossiomycesgiven here, basedon
the type species,is limited to taxa having a combina
tion of the following characteristics. (l) Appendage
single, free, consistingof three superposedcells; the
basal cell is sterile, whereasthe medianand terminal
cells give rise to elongate, slender, phialidelike an
theridia from their upper, inner angles.The structure
of the appendage(Fig. 91, 92) is theprimary distin
guishing feature of the genus. (2) The indurate apex
of the original spore, which shows no evidenceof a
prospineas in many speciesof Bordea, doesnot have
a preciseposition on the outer margin of the terminal
cell (Fig. 88-93), being located anywherefrom near
the baseto the apex of the cell. Rarely, the spine is
nearthe baseof the outer,distal antheridium.(3) Cells
I and II of the receptacleare separatedby a strongly
diagonal cross wall. (4) Cell III of the receptacleis
separatedfrom cell II by a diagonal cross wall; its
lower end approachesor may barely contactthe upper,
posteriorend of cell I. (5) The trichogyneis simpleor
bifurcate, consistingof a proximal, :!:: medianly con
stricted cell that subtendsa single elongatecell or a
pair of free elongate cells. (6) A small trichogynic
remnant is presenton the tier-four outer wall cell ex
m. (7) Peritheciumwith five clearly defined tiers of
outer wall cells. The distinctive precisely arranged

prominencesansing from the terminal tier of outer
wall cells (Fig. 93, 94) may benothing more than spe
cific rather than generic characteristics.The answer
awaits discoveryof additional species.
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