


the PM2 s concentrations between the locations. The linear regression model shows a positive
relationship between housing income and PMz s levels, with a t-test p-value of 0.03, again
suggesting a significant relationship between the two variables. Within this group, there is a
positive relationship between percent of Latino population per census tract and PM2 s level, with
a significant p-value of 0.04.

Graphs - Group 1
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Figure 8. Graph showing PM2s concentrations on Christina

56



PM2.5 Concentration Measurements in Reservoir
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Figure 9. Graph showing PM2.s concentrations on Reservoir

PM2.5 Concentration Measurements on Daybreak
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Figure 10. Graph showing PM. s concentrations on Daybreak

PM2.5 Concentration Measurements on Hamilton
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Figure 11. Graph showing PM2 s concentrations on Hamilton
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Group 2 Graphs

Figure

PM2.5 Concentration Measurements on Reservoir (2)
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12. Graph showing PM2 s concentrations on Reservoir (Second Round)
PM2.5 Concentration Measurements on Valhalla
.8_ | = 24-hour Standard
— Annual Standard
2 g
2
§ o |
-(-_U w0
g o
g <+ .
&) iR _
0 i oy 4
o 4 d.. =, - 4 7
E 8 AT, . r” . - . I3 e a"
: . Hiaey YT IR A ¥ A Y
o | A N ot I P ot w SF by
| I I I | |
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
Date

Figure 13. Graph showing PM2s concentrations on Valhalla

PM2.5 Concentration Measurements on Stonegate
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Figure 14. Graph showing PM2 s concentrations on Stonegate
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Discussion

Since there is a statistically significant difference found between data sets in both groups, I
conclude that there is a variation in PM2s levels within the city of Pomona. This suggests that
having one air monitor in the city would not sufficiently represent the spatial variation in
particulate matter concentrations in all neighborhoods. Reservoir has the highest PM2 s
concentrations among both groups, which aligns with local grassroots’ concern for that particular
area. With this street being a designated truck route (Marquez, 2019), and providing access to
industries known to violate environmental regulations (CalEPA), it is unsurprising that the mean
PM2 5 concentration in this area surpasses the annual EPA standard; or that it regularly reaches
levels as high as 50 pug/ms3, which is considerably higher than the EPA 24-hour standard of 35
pg/m3. With serious health impacts occurring even at short-term exposure, and with the PM-
related mortality increasing by 2.8% for every 10 pg/m3 increase of PM2 s concentrations, the air
pollution level on Reservoir is clearly an issue that needs to be addressed.

That said, Hamilton, Gambier and Christina, which are all located south of the 1-10
freeway, have very similar concentrations of PM2 s as Reservoir, and relatively higher
concentrations than monitors located in North Pomona. Daybreak is the only location in Group
One that has significantly lower PM2.s measurements than the other four locations with 10.42
pg/m3. In Group Two, Valhalla shows the lowest concentrations with 7.73 pg/ms3. Daybreak and
Valhalla are the only two monitors located north of 1-10, with all the other monitors located
south of that high-traffic freeway. The higher PM2.s concentrations south of the freeway may be
associated with the San Gabriel mountain-valley wind system that travels from north to south,
meaning that the vehicle-related pollution emitted from traffic on the 10 freeway could be carried

down into the southern areas of the city.
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The significant differences in particulate matter concentrations north and south of the
freeway suggests that the 10 freeway is a major contributor to pollution in the southern parts of
Pomona. The I-10 has the highest traffic count of all the freeways passing through the city, with
an annual average daily traffic (AADT) of 246,000 vehicles, compared to the AADT counts of
217,000 vehicles on the CA 60, 159,000 on the CA 210, 154,000 on the CA 57, and 80,000 on
the CA 71 (Esri, 2020). Higher traffic volume is associated with higher levels of pollution, which
could explain why the 1-10 has such a significant impact on air quality (Rakowska, 2014). In
addition, 1-10 is an important commercial route—40% of goods consumed in the United States
arrive through the port of Los Angeles, and the 1-10 is one of the main roads to transport goods
to other parts of the country (Gersema, 2015). Therefore, a large portion of the traffic is heavy-
duty diesel traffic carrying goods. In fact, Guiliano and O’Brian (2009), found that heavy-diesel
trucks represented 12-14% of the total traffic on major freeways serving Southern California
ports, while they accounted for only 2-3% of traffic on other freeways in the region. Heavy-
diesel trucks are known to be a major source of the pollutant nitrogen oxide (Dennis, 2020), as
well as black carbon, a component of particulate matter (Kimbrough et al. 2018).

In addition, numerous warehouses, industry and truck stops in cities neighboring
Interstate 10 brings heavy-duty traffic into neighborhoods (Scauzillo, 2019), which, in the case
of the city of Pomona, are predominantly located on its south side. The spatial patterns between
north and south of the freeway do not stop there. We see that census tracts south of the freeway

have lower household incomes and a higher Latino population (Figure 15).
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Latino Population and PM2.5 Concentration in Pomona
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Figure 15. Maps showing spatial patterns of Latino Population (Top) and Median
Household Income (Bottom) in the city of Pomona. Layer Sources: (Esri, 2018;
Esri, 2020)



This follows the historical patterns of segregation similar to the racial segregation of the
citrus industry and the redlining-maps of the 1930s, where Southern parts of the city were
labelled by the HOLC with red or yellow grades because of the high Mexican population and
poorer living conditions. Whilst this separation was initially marked the Union railroad, it seems
that the 10 freeway marks the new boundary between the wealthier, non-Latino, whiter areas of
the city and the lower-income, Latino areas.

Phillips Ranch, however, is an exception to this pattern. Despite being located in south
Pomona, it is markedly different from the rest of the South communities. It is one of the few
areas in the city where Latinos do not account for the majority of the population, and the average
household income is over $100,000 (Esri, 2020) - significantly higher than the average median
household income in the city, which is $55,115 (Data USA, 2021).

The CA 71 freeway separates it from the lower-income areas of South Pomona, and this
wealthier part of Pomona benefits from absence of industrial development, which contributes
significantly to cleaner air quality. The predominantly residential and recreational land use
instead of industrial land use has an impact on the type of traffic that runs through, and heavy-
diesel traffic is far less common in the area. In fact, there are no designated truck routes that run
through Phillips Ranch, so trucks are not permitted to travel through this neighborhood.

While the majority of Pomona’s neighborhoods lack access to greenspace (The Los
Angeles Department of Public Health, 2018), Phillips Ranch is one of the greener areas in
Pomona, as is evident from the land use map of the city (Figure 16). Apart from the Phillips
Ranch park and Riparian Green Belt, both public green spaces, a large portion of the
neighborhood’s roads are lined and residential yards covered by trees and vegetation. Research

suggests that higher green space coverage is associated with lower daily mean, maximum and
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minimum PM2 s concentration (Chen et al., 2019) .While it is unclear how significant the impact
of trees and vegetation is on air pollution levels, studies have found lower prevalence of lung
cancer (Wang et al., 2016) and asthma in children (Lovasi et al., 2008) with higher tree density,
which are health conditions commonly associated with poor air quality. Phillips Ranch has a
CalEnviroscreen Ranking of 43 for asthma and 32 for cardiovascular issues, in contrast to most
South Pomona census tracts that have an asthma score of 79 and cardiovascular score of 77,
indicating that Phillips Ranch has significantly lower prevalence of these air pollution-related

health problems than in the rest of South Pomona.
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The differences in PMz2s concentration between richer, whiter neighborhoods and poorer,
Latino neighborhoods, and the disparate prevalence of health problems that are associated with
this pollutant, points to an environmental justice issue linked to historical social injustices that

has shaped the spatial segregation in the city. South Pomona has historically been a target of
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polluting industrial activities from waste, recycling, and pallet facilities. In addition, there has
been a lack of investment into resources and facilities that improve residents' lifestyle such as
green spaces in these parts of the city. However, developers and the city have invested heavily in
Phillips Ranch - a richer, whiter community which was founded with an attempt to “balance out
the population” (The Los Angeles Times, 1978). Despite the economic and spatial growth that
has occurred in South Pomona over the decades, it is essential to recognize that there are still
hints of a legacy of segregation, with not only an economic and racial separation, but also
evidently within the disparities in who carries the most environmental burden. As sources of
pollution are predominantly located in the lower-income Latino neighborhoods who already
experience multiple social and economic burdens, these communities are now exposed to high

levels of pollutants that are known to damage human health.

Limitations

There are several limitations to this study that are important to acknowledge. Firstly, the
small sample size reduces the power of the statistical analysis and could therefore make the
results more prone to a type Il error, which occurs when a researcher fails to reject a null
hypothesis which is in fact false. Future studies looking into the spatial differences in PM2s in
the city of Pomona should include a larger sample size to see whether the results of this study are
replicable. The use of more monitors would allow for better insight into concentration variation
between neighborhoods. | would encourage further research to focus especially on the impacts of
proximity to freeways and truck routes and the location of residents upwind or downwind, as my
research suggests that vehicle emissions is a significant factor in spatial differences within the

city.
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difficult to establish causality between emissions reductions and any specific policy or market
condition, at least some of this reduction can likely be attributed to California’s cap-and-trade
program, which covers about 85 percent of the state’s emissions” (C2ES, 2020).

That being said, research has demonstrated that the Cap-and-Trade program “has not
yielded improvements in environmental equity with respect to health damaging co-pollutant
emissions”, and the most polluting industries within the program are located in neighborhoods
with “people of color and poor, less educated, and linguistically isolated residents” (Cushing et
al., 2018). This demonstrates that whilst state-wide policies and incentives could help in reducing
overall air pollution in the region, they do not necessarily improve - or could even worsen - the
environmental burdens that disadvantaged communities face (Cushing et al.,2018). Therefore,
community-based approaches to GHG reduction to complement state-wide policies are necessary
to address the environmental injustice that impacts low-income communities of color.
Community-Based Approaches

Assembly Bill 617 (Garcia, 2016), which was passed in 2017, requires “new, community-
focused actions that utilize statewide and regional strategies to reduce high cumulative exposure
in California’s disadvantaged communities” (CARB 2020). It takes a far more targeted approach
to the issue by focusing efforts on communities that are disproportionately exposed to, and
impacted by, air pollution by focusing on community-level emission reduction rather than only
state level. In response to the AB 617 bill, both CARB and South Coast Air Quality Management
District established programs that aim to improve monitoring and reduce emissions in
Environmental Justice communities. One way in which the Cap-and-Trade program does address
the environmental justice issue is through the state’s revenue from the program, which is

invested into the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF), funding programs aimed at reducing
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greenhouse gas emissions within California, especially in disadvantaged communities. Since
2013, the GGRF has invested $11 billion dollars into GHG reduction programs, and in 2019
CARB appropriated $291 million dollars from the fund for community-focused air pollution
programs and $492 for Low Carbon Transportation programs to reduce emissions from
vehicles.

A significant part of this funding goes to the Community Air Protection Program
(CAPP), a program established by CARB, which annually selects communities “within which
community air monitoring systems and/or community emission reduction programs will be
developed and implemented” (CARB 2020). The program works with stakeholders in
disadvantaged communities to develop a comprehensive community plan that addresses air
pollution specific to these neighborhoods. In 2018, South Coast AQMD - by legislative
requirement - submitted a Community Recommendations for AB617 Implementation report to
CARB to assist with the selection of communities for the CAPP program based predominantly
off the CalEnviroScreen score. Pomona was grouped with Chino, Walnut and San Dimas and
was given an overall prioritization of “Year 6+ (SCAQMD, 2018), suggesting that the
community is not a priority and should be reconsidered for the program in 2024.

The potential issue with grouping these cities together is that pollution exposure levels
and population vulnerability characteristics vary greatly between these communities
(CalEnviroScreen, 2018). As is shown on figure 19, Pomona has a far higher CalEnviro score

than the other cities, especially higher than Walnut and San Dimas.
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CalEnviroScreen Scores of Pomona, San Dimas,
Walnut and Chino

CalEnviroScreen Score
Clscore
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. 25

Figure.19 Map showing the CalEnviroScreen scores of Chino, Pomona, Walnut
and San Dimas. (Source: CalEnviroScreen).

This means that Pomona residents are more exposed to, and more vulnerable to, multiple
sources of pollution. Considering these cities one community undermines the severity of the
issue of air pollution in low-income Latino communities in Pomona, and overlooks the fact that
these neighborhoods could be considered a priority for SCAQMD and CARB programs. In order
to better identify communities that would qualify as a priority for these programs, a more

effective approach would include looking at the issue at a city or even a neighborhood scale.
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An important part of any efficient community emission reduction plan is a
comprehensive air quality monitoring system. The absence of local air quality monitoring could
be contributing to the lack of urgency for air quality issues in Pomona. As is evident from my
pilot study, there is an inadequate understanding of the neighborhood differences of PM2 s
concentrations. The absence of even one monitor measuring PM2s concentrations in the city
implies that air quality is estimated through models using data collected from an Ontario
monitor, which cannot accurately capture the disparities in exposure between small-scale areas.
A local network of air quality monitors with a higher spatial resolution of PM2s would be more
effective at determining compliance with air quality standards, identifying specific sources of
pollution in neighborhoods and giving a fuller understanding on how air pollution could be
impacting the health of local residents (Jenkins, 2016).

Whilst CARB’s air quality monitoring program is predominantly aimed at those
communities already selected for the Community Air Protection Program, CARB offers
Community Air Grants as part of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) to community
based-organizations for the implementation of AB617. The grants aim to fund community
projects including “the development of methods to acquire new or better information regarding
air quality and related health impacts, as well as measures to reduce air pollution in
overburdened communities” (CARB, 2018). These grants offer up to $150,000 for participatory
projects that support community involvement in city government decisions and up to $500,000
of technical support including, but not limited to, air monitoring, hiring technical experts and
establishing community violation supporting systems (CARB, 2018).

Grassroot organizations like Clean and Green Pomona and United Voices of Pomona for

Environmental Justice are very involved in the air pollution issue, particularly in the southeastern

72



industrial area. They have successfully pushed for a reduction in truck routes, a moratorium on
new recycling and waste facilities, and continue to advocate for great community involvement
environmental issues that compromise these neighborhoods’ public health. These grassroot
organizations and their projects could qualify for the Community Air Grants that could provide
funding for low-cost air quality monitoring technology that could contribute to a better
understanding of poor air quality, it’s sources and the impacts of it on residents. Particularly
placing fence-line monitors adjacent to industries known for violating environmental regulations
could keep these industries accountable for their emissions and assist regulators to enforce
regulations (EPA, 2018).

Having air quality data to reinforce local residents’ negative experiences with industry
and pollutants would help grassroot organizations with advocacy and to push for support from
federal agencies like CalEPA, CARB and SCAQMD, and also the local city government. As
demonstrated with my pilot study, community members can contribute to this data collection by
having low-cost monitors near their residences, which not only gives them information about
their exposure to pollutants, but this also provides empirical evidence on the severity of the
situation. Local air quality data that demonstrates unhealthy levels of pollution could be used as a
powerful tool for raising awareness. For example, if these findings are taken to local media
outlets, residents could be made aware of the air they are breathing which could lead to
community action demanding better enforcement.

Grassroots organizations have already been successful in getting federal entities like
CARB and CalEPA involved in air pollution within South Pomona. As mentioned in previous
sections, in 2018, CalEPA’s Environmental Justice Task Force published a Pomona Initiative

Report after grassroot organizations “reached out to CalEPA to request support to address their
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concerns” (CalEPA, 2018), particularly regarding the southeastern industrial corridor. They
carried out community workshops, conducted inspections of industries and heavy-duty diesel
trucks and gave feedback on their findings. Three months after the inspection, “98% of those in
violation”, which included 70 industries and 68 heavy-duty diesel trucks “had made corrections
and were deemed compliant” (CalEPA, 2018).

The involvement of CalEPA in the air pollution problem in Pomona clearly demonstrates
that the environmental regulation laws are only as effective as the law enforcement. While these
inspections were successful in keeping industries in check, there needs to be consistent
enforcement, which includes comprehensive policy making that ensures periodic inspections of
industry and freight traffic. Since CARB and SCAQMD are responsible for enforcing air quality
regulations (CalEPA), grassroot organizations and community members should continue to reach
out to these agencies regarding air quality concerns.

There are other ways to bring the issue to the greater attention of these agencies if
residents feel like their complaints are not sufficiently taken into consideration. Larger, non-
governmental organizations may have more power to influence federal agencies than smaller
grassroot organizations as they generally have more resources and experiences in dealing with
these entities. For example, Earthjustice, a “non-profit public interest environmental law
organization” (Earthjustice), provides free legal representation for public interest groups,
including many community-based organizations, in fighting for healthy living environments for
community members across the nation. For over a decade they have been forcing the EPA and
local air districts in the Central Valley through legal action to “put measures in place to come
into compliance with the Clean Air Act” (Earthjustice). Examples of their work with

communities through their Community Partnership Program is their collaboration with
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community groups within the Central Valley to “challenge the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District’s decision to grant a number of unlawful loopholes that exempt the region’s four
petroleum refineries — concentrated in the Bakersfield area — from requirements to monitor
their toxic emissions” (Earthjustice). They are now working on expanding their work to Los
Angeles county.

| would encourage grassroots organizations in Pomona to continue to focus their efforts
on outreach and raising public awareness within South Pomona regarding the environmental
justice issue, as this will build a stronger base for advocacy. In addition, while pushing the city
for policy changes has led to several policy changes that are important steps to cleaner air in
South Pomona communities, the city is not the institution that is legally required to - nor has the
resources to - enforce air quality regulations. Therefore, efforts driving change should instead be
targeted at federal agencies, and grassroots should leverage the power and influence of larger
organizations by coming directly into contact with them and using the vast amount of resources
they have to offer.

While the city is not legally responsible for enforcing air quality standards, they are
required to formulate policies and plans that address the needs of its residents. Under California
state law, every city government has to develop a general plan, which “creates a vision for the
foreseeable planning horizon — usually 10 to 20 years — and translates that vision into
objectives, goals, policies and implementation programs for the community’s physical
development.” (Institute for Local Government, 2015). General plans could be viewed as a
blueprint for city planners with next steps for development, and therefore are an important
indicator of a city’s priorities and agenda. Although cities usually incorporate environmental

sustainability goals in their general plans, some cities - like Pomona - develop green plans in
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addition to their general plans, which discuss “comprehensive environmental strategies that are
intended to improve environmental quality and make rapid progress towards sustainability”
(Environmental Encyclopedia).

Whereas Pomona’s General Plan - the most recent one having been published in 2014 -
includes an environmental sustainability section, the Green Plan, developed in 2012, identifies
more specific goals and policies. Regarding air pollution, for example, Goal 3.2 of the green plan
is to “reduce GHG emissions related to Automobile and On-Road transportation systems”, and
Policy 3.2.1 states that the city should “adopt a goal for a reduction of 5 percent from the
baseline VMT per year of 2020 (City of Pomona, 2012). Within these policies, there are solid
plans of action that can help city planners and other stakeholders to actively implement these
policies into their work to ensure that these goals are met. Since many of these goals were
intended to be met in 2020, | suggest the city revisits their green plan, identify goals that have
and have not been met and update their green plan to address the current environmental issues
that the city faces.

One important issue that neither the General Plan nor the Green Plan consider is
environmental justice. As demonstrated from my research, low-income, Latino communities
within the city are exposed to higher levels of pollution than richer, whiter, non-Latino
communities. The only way these disparities can be addressed is if the city tackles these
inequalities head-on by incorporating environmental justice into every aspect of their urban and
environmental planning. SB1000, a bill passed in 2016, requires general plans to add an
environmental justice element that “identifies disadvantaged communities” within the city and
“identify objectives and policies to reduce the unique or compounded health risks in

disadvantaged communities” (Leyva, 2016). This will require the city to not only include
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environmental justice integrated policies into the general plan, but also stand-alone policies that
specifically target environmental injustice in the community.

Fortunately, there are several ways in which the city could effectively incorporate
environmental justice into their planning. Firstly, tools like CalEnviroScreen are intended to be
used by city governments and other relevant agencies to identify disadvantaged communities
within their boundaries (CEJA, 2017). Additionally, grassroots organizations often have a great
understanding of what specific neighborhoods are disproportionately impacted by environmental
burdens, and may have members that live in these communities or are already actively working
with community members in these areas. United VVoices of Pomona for Environmental Justice
offer gardening workshops in their Buena Vista community garden (Buena Vista Community
Garden, 2020) and also organize toxic tours around the neighborhood to make residents aware of
polluting industries (United Voices of Pomona for Environmental Justice, 2021), and are
therefore consistently developing relationships with South Pomona community members.
Additionally, United Voices of Pomona for Environmental Justice have members who are living
in South East Pomona in the Industrial Zone who have a local understanding of the issues that
are impacting them, their family and their neighbors.

If there is currently a lack of collaboration between the city government and South
Pomona communities, grassroots organizations can act as a bridge between these two
stakeholders. The city needs these connections as it will not be able to develop effective policies
“to reduce the unique or compounded health risks in disadvantaged communities” without
involving these communities in every step of the planning process. This means that residents
should not just simply be informed on planning decisions that impact them, but historically

marginalized communities should “lead and have ownership over the planning process and its
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outcome” (CEJA, 2017). Evidently, undemocratic planning practices in Pomona in the past have
led to unequal burden sharing between neighborhoods, and the only way to remedy that is by
redistributing power and giving environmental justice communities agency and autonomy over
their urban environment. Collaborating with grassroots organizations to organize workshops
where communities can express their concerns, whilst discussing how they want these issues
addressed, will give the city government invaluable insight on next steps to take.

However, one significant factor that is currently preventing effective community
participation is the language barrier that exists in the city. In Pomona, 53.39% of residents speak
Spanish at home, whilst only 34.31% speak English at home (Esri, 2018). In some southern
tracts of the city, the percent of Spanish spoken at home reaches as high as 84% (Esri, 2018). In
addition, 2009 census data showed that 24.8% of residents spoke English “less than well”
(Pomona Hope). Under Executive Order 12898 issued by President Clinton in 1994, federal
agencies are directed to “promote nondiscrimination in federal programs that affect human health
and the environment, as well as provide minority and low-income communities access to public
information and public participation” (EPA). Despite Spanish being a dominant language in the
city, the vast majority of resources on the city website are solely available in English. This
excludes a large portion of the Latino population from being able to further participate in
political matters as a significant part of public outreach happens exclusively through the website.
For example, on March 22, 2021, the city published an application for residents to become part
of the Independent Redistricting Commission that will “be responsible for reviewing and
potentially realigning City Council electoral district boundaries based upon the 2020 Decennial
Census” (City of Pomona, 2021). This is a critical moment in the city’s political orientation, but

a large part of its population will not be able to participate: the application to join in the
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commission is only available in English. This automatically prevents non-English speakers that
may represent south Pomona Latino communities from speaking their voice on an important
matter that could potentially have given these communities more political power. This problem
also applies to environmental-related documents: the General Plan Environmental Impact Report
(City of Pomona, 2013) and the Green Plan (City of Pomona, 2012) are currently only available
in English. At the moment, one of the city’s priorities for more inclusive planning practices
should be translation of city planning documents and conducting workshops and public meetings

in both Spanish and English.

Conclusion

My research on the topic of air pollution in the city of Pomona has demonstrated a gap in
understanding of the way South Pomona neighborhoods are disproportionately breathing bad air
from multiple sources due to an absence of a local air quality monitoring network. Spatial
injustices, which have existed since the founding of the city, have created pockets of
environmental injustice within the city in which predominantly low-income Latino communities
are experiencing an excess of environmental burden. While studies continue to demonstrate the
severe detrimental impacts of air pollution on human health, it is likely that particulate matter,
among other pollutants, are contributing to the significantly higher prevalence of respiratory and
cardiovascular issues that CalEnviroScreen has identified in these low-income Latino
communities.

South Pomona is just one example of a larger group of communities along the Interstate
10 in Southern California and who have been historically excluded from planning practices and
now suffer adverse health effects as a consequence. While the environmental injustice that exists
within the city is a product of Pomona’s history, communities across the region are fighting

similar battles against the unequal share of environmental burdens they carry.
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My research on air pollution in the city of Pomona thus serves to demonstrate the larger
issue in Southern California: that federal, state and local agencies are failing to sufficiently
address the environmental-justice issues that are rooted in deeper racial and social injustices that
allow multiple sources of pollution to exist alongside low-income communities of color, putting
their health at risk. What are needed are regional efforts that address the overall threats that
climate change pose and combined with efforts to tackle the disproportionate impacts on
disadvantaged communities. Although each agency has a differentiated responsibility in
jurisdictional terms, they should coordinate and collaborate should be a joint effort to ensure
healthy environments for these communities, and their ability to actively participate in decision
making that directly impact them.

These communities through which 1-10 runs are uniquely positioned to demand and
coordinate a unified approach to directly address their common concerns. Mobilization of
residents and the creation of partnerships between local grassroots organizations like United
Voices of Pomona for Environmental Justice and Clean and Green Pomona, and national non-
profits like Earth Justice can be a crucial strategy in addressing environmental issues. While the
former has a strong understanding of local issues, the latter has resources and legal experience,
and a collaboration of the two can prove to be a powerful way to make visible community issues

at a regional level.
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