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us to make connections between our actions in the built environment and their broader 

environmental impact.  

 

	
  
FIGURE 14: A key to creating quality, urban space is to put in quality seating. 

 
 There are a number of factors that go into creating a successful open space, and 

these features are only a few of the thousands of decisions that go into the design of a 

transit station plaza.  These factors were singled out because they tout the principles of 

green, transit-oriented development.  By bringing nature back into the urban fabric, 

activating a piece of infrastructure typically seen solely for its utilitarian purpose, and 

encouraging citizens to ditch their cars in favor of walking, biking, or taking the light rail 

are some of the first steps towards rebranding sleepy suburbs like Redmond into active, 

sustainable, urban villages capable of moving into the 21st century ready to accommodate 

a growing population while furthering the sustainable practices laid out at the station.  
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Conclusion  

Implementing a new transit station is not easy, and neither is ensuring that high 

quality development takes place around it. It requires close collaboration between 

scientist, engineers, architects, designers, the city, and its citizens. Further, urban theory 

is constantly updating itself, with changing priorities and practices. We are now entering 

a period in history where environmental sustainability is just as important as economic or 

social development. With the stronger and more visible effects of climate change 

beginning to be felt, it is important to start incorporating the environment into our plans 

for the neighborhoods, towns, and cities of tomorrow.  

In the case of Redmond, I believe there is real potential to create significant 

positive change by extending light rail to its town center.  Light rail could transform this 

19th century town into a modern, thriving, urban village that is more reflective of its 

citizens. Downtown Redmond could join Portland as one of the first Transit-Oriented 

Developments to sparks a citywide identity shift around sustainable transit.  The truth is, 

many people will not change their lifestyle solely to become more sustainable. They’ll do 

it to save time or money. By making the sustainable choice the convenient one, cities can 

start to nudge people in the right direction until eventually, being green becomes the 

norm, and the environment comes to be valued just as much as the social or economic 

benefits that can be derived from a government investment in public infrastructure. 

Rather than being trapped in the inherently unsustainable lifestyle that comes 

through living in the suburbs, the new Redmond would provide quick and easy options 

for people to get around without a car. Thomas Schröpfer says that investments in 

mobility “should not be restricted to the denser city center. Whether through simple 
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infrastructure adjustments, radical changes in vehicular design, or a systematic master 

plan, adjustments to personal urban mobility can envisage the progressive and 

incremental generation of a new urban environment.”103 Creating a system where the car 

is rendered useless is the first step towards creating a sustainable city, and with careful 

attention to design details, the area surrounding the light rail station could become an 

active public space that further extends these environmental values to those who pass 

through or choose to live there. Ultimately, we will have to wait and see the impact these 

places have on citizens, but with billions of new urban residents expected in the next 

decades, can we really afford to stand by our current system of sprawl? Now is the time 

to act, to ensure a future of livable, sustainable cities.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
103 Schröpfer, Ecological Urban Architecture, 2012. 86. 
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