
Journal of Humanistic Mathematics Journal of Humanistic Mathematics 

Volume 12 | Issue 1 January 2022 

What's So Great About Non-Orientable Manifolds? What's So Great About Non-Orientable Manifolds? 

Michael McCormick 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm 

 Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons, and the Mathematics Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Michael McCormick, "What's So Great About Non-Orientable Manifolds?," Journal of Humanistic 
Mathematics, Volume 12 Issue 1 (January 2022), pages 501-501. DOI: 10.5642/jhummath.202201.36. 
Available at: https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol12/iss1/36 

©2022 by the authors. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons License. 
JHM is an open access bi-annual journal sponsored by the Claremont Center for the Mathematical Sciences and 
published by the Claremont Colleges Library | ISSN 2159-8118 | http://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/ 

The editorial staff of JHM works hard to make sure the scholarship disseminated in JHM is accurate and upholds 
professional ethical guidelines. However the views and opinions expressed in each published manuscript belong 
exclusively to the individual contributor(s). The publisher and the editors do not endorse or accept responsibility for 
them. See https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/policies.html for more information. 

https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol12
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol12/iss1
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol12/iss1
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol12/iss1/36
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fjhm%2Fvol12%2Fiss1%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/438?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fjhm%2Fvol12%2Fiss1%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/174?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fjhm%2Fvol12%2Fiss1%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/policies.html


What’s So Great About Non-Orientable Manifolds?

Michael McCormick1

mikemc@bitstream.net

Möbius strips
have just one side

Klein bottles too

Left hand or right
they see the world

from one point of view

A torus is better because
donuts with insides and outsides

let you have sprinkles
and eat your cake too

1Michael McCormick is a widely published poet whose original training was in mathematics
(University of Wisconsin - Madison ’82) where he specialized in topology and learned to love
non-orientable manifolds.
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