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The EU debate has been instrumental in the further development of social 
cleavages which serve to undermine the public consensus upon which the 
development of Swedish social democracy has historically depended. This was 
iliustrJted not least by the paucity and brevity of the debate itself. Furthermore, 
the 1991 elections showed that Bildt's reform programme disproportionately 
appealed to men, especially young men. Women, who constitute the majority 
of public-sector workforce and are its primary clients, were more likely to 
support the parties long associated with the folkhelm or, altenutively, the red­
green left (Lawler, 585). 

The development of new social cleavages has brought on by debate seems to be one 
of the biggest risks for the success of the Scandinavian model, which relies so much on unity 
and a shared sense of purpose. However, while the model may be under pressure trom its 
internal reformists, as well as the external global markets, one must l' emember that the 
model is strong, because at its base is the entire society, and if the society can resist the 
pressures to split apart, then the model should survive in the new global markets. However, 
the real threats to the Scandinavian Inodel are the internal rifts which strike at the heart of 
the model's strength: its societal unity. If the country's social unity decreases, and rifts are 
formed and groups begin to challenge the state, than it will fit into Migdal's model of a 
strong society budding against the state which ultimately fails. Thus it is important when 
considering the future of Scandinavian exceptionalism to remember that the real threat is 
not external pressures, but the internal cleavages which they create. 
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