Journal of Humanistic Mathematics
Volume 2 | Issue 1

January 2012

Mathematical Creation
Mark Huber
Claremont McKenna College

Gizem Karaali
Pomona College

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm
Part of the Physical Sciences and Mathematics Commons

Recommended Citation
Huber, M. and Karaali, G. "Mathematical Creation," Journal of Humanistic Mathematics, Volume 2 Issue 1
(January 2012), pages 1-. DOI: 10.5642/jhummath.201201.02 . Available at:
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol2/iss1/2
©2012 by the authors. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons License.
JHM is an open access bi-annual journal sponsored by the Claremont Center for the Mathematical Sciences and
published by the Claremont Colleges Library | ISSN 2159-8118 | http://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/
The editorial staff of JHM works hard to make sure the scholarship disseminated in JHM is accurate and upholds
professional ethical guidelines. However the views and opinions expressed in each published manuscript belong
exclusively to the individual contributor(s). The publisher and the editors do not endorse or accept responsibility for
them. See https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/policies.html for more information.

Mathematical Creation
Mark Huber
Department of Mathematical Sciences, Claremont McKenna College
mhuber@cmc.edu

Gizem Karaali
Department of Mathematics, Pomona College
gizem.karaali@pomona.edu

Évariste Galois lived far too short a life, but managed a burst of mathematical creativity that astounds the imagination. In this issue, Andrea
Albrecht introduces us to a short story of Perutz that reimagines the last
days of Galois through a fictional protagonist. Along the way, Perutz examines the act of creation from diﬀerent perspectives, and Albrecht examines
his work throught the lens of the philosophy of Augustine.
M. C. Escher lived a long and full life, and the mathematical world is
richer for it. Heidi Burgiel and Matthew Salomone go on a mathematical
detective mission to discover how the disconcerting depth eﬀects in one of
Escher’s woodcuts might have been created.
Donald Preece takes us on a whirlwind tour of mathematics embedded in
English and French literature, while Lisl Gaal and Crosby Lewy take us back
in time to a problem at once simple and confounding: the volume of a sphere.
Carl Behrens discusses the deep question of the nature of mathematics and
places it firmly in the material world through a revised Empiricism. Louise
Anderton and David Wright advance the argument that teaching mathematics as though it were a cold, ahistorical set of facts not only robs the subject
of passion, but can actually be a deterrent to learning in the classroom.
Wrapping up our sampler from the World of Mathematics in this issue, the
three mathematical lyrics of Lawrence “Larry” Lesser decisively bring music
and humor into the mix.
In our poetry section, Eva Langston spins through emotions via a changing graph, and Manya Raman Sundström reminds us of the thrill of searching
for new mathematics, while Pedro Poitevin alerts us to the dangers of drifting too far into a mathematical landscape. Finally, Kenny Moran leads us
back to the genesis of mathematical creativity in his short story “Prove It!”
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