
THE YEARS 1960-1977 

In 1969 Horticulturist Nick Lolonis resigned to accept a position with a 
large cutflower nursery in central California. The Superintendent paid 
tribute to him by saying that he had done a commendable job in compiling 
information of value on plant nutrition and pest control in the garden. 
Lolonis, who held a degree in horticulture from the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, had come to the garden in 1961. 

In March 1969 Clarence W. (Dick) Tilforth (b. 1916) joined the garden as 
Horticulturist. Tilforth had held the position of Assistant Superintendent at 
the Los Angeles State and County Arboretum, Arcadia. 

In 1970 Betty Brunstad (Mrs Dean Brunstad) was appointed Secretary 
replacing Mrs Cledith Rue who had resigned. Before coming to the gar-
den Mrs Brunstad had been with the Office of Development at Scripps 
College. 

The Youth Education Program was inaugurated in 1966 under the direc-
tion of Mrs Mary Coffeen. During its second year over 4,000 students had 
entered the program which was primarily designed for grammar school 
students but which also served other organized groups such as the 
Blue Birds, Boy Scouts, and Cub Scouts. By 1967 the program had its first 
volunteer guide (later called Nature Interpreters) when Mrs George Ship-
way offered her services to the group. In later years the Interpreters in-
creased to as many as 15 thus making it possible to handle larger numbers 
of students arriving at the garden as organized classes from school through-
out southern California. Each year Mrs Coffeen arranged a series of 
training sessions for prospective Interpreters who, when they finished the 
course, joined the ranks of the volunteers. In 1967 Mrs Coffeen and Percy 
Everett prepared for display, in a glass-fronted case along the Nature Trail, 
a complete collection of cones of all the cone-bearing plants of Cali-
fornia. In September 1971 Kenneth Zakar was appointed as Supervisor of 
the Youth Education Program to replace Mrs Mary Coffeen who had re-
signed earlier. Zakar, who held the position until January 1977 was a native 
of Illinois and a graduate from California State University, Los Angeles. 
On 1 January 1977, Bernadette Busenberg (Mrs Stavros N. Busenburg), a 
former Nature Interpreter, became Supervisor of the Youth Education 
Program. 

Toward the end of the 1960's space in the administration building and the 
east wing had become so scarce that it was impossible to carryon efficiently 
all the research activities then under way and a decision was made by the 
Board of Trustees to construct an annex that would house the biochemical 
systematic and anatomical laboratories. A proposal was prepared to be 
submitted to the National Science Foundation requesting matching funds. 
The proposal was submitted to the National Science Foundation by the 
Claremont Graduate School and in January 1968 notification was received 
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Youth Education Supervisor, Mrs Mary Coffeen, with class in cactus garden. RSA. 

that it had been approved and funded . The building of steel and poured 
concrete, was designed by Criley, McDowell and Associates, Claremont. 
Located to the north of the administration building it provided two large 
laboratories with full basement. The building was designed so that in the 
future it would be possible to add a second floor and the annex and ad-
ministration building then joined by a passage at the second floor level. 
The general contractors were Meisch Brothers, Pomona, who completed 
the building in December 1970. 

In connection with the building of the annex a large free-form reflecting 
pool was constructed east of the annex and north of the administration 
building. This attractive addition to the garden was not planned originally 
but developed as a solution to the problem of supplying a source of water 
adequate for fire protection. 

In 1971 the garden filed an application for a United States Plant Patent 
to cover an exceptionally fine hybrid barberry that had been dev eloped at 
the garden . The selected clone was designated 'Golden Abundance' be-
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cause of the masses of golden-yellow flowers produced early in the spring 
and later in the summer replaced by masses of blue-purple fruits, much 
relished by birds. Details of this hybrid will be found in Appendix III. 
The plant patent, number 3332, was granted in 1973 and propagation 
rights were assigned to Monrovia Nursery, Azusa, on a fixed royalty basis. 
It is believed that this is the first plant patent granted to a botanic garden. 
'Golden Abundance' is perhaps the garden's finest horticultural achieve-
ment. 

Also in 1971 the botanic garden applied for accreditation by the American 
Association of Museums. After a thorough examination of the garden's 
operations by the association's Accreditation Visiting Committee, the 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in early 1972 became the second 
botanic garden granted full accreditation by that organization. 

At a meeting of the Board of Fellows of Claremont University Center on 
11 November 1976 and upon recommendation of the board's Committee on 
Land Policy, the botanic garden was granted use of a parcel of land ex-
tending from Foothill Boulevard north to the garden's present property 
line and east from College Avenue a distance of approximately 350 feet. 
The agreement was made on the basis of a one dollar-a-year lease. Although 
as yet unsurveyed, the plot contains approximately 10 acres of undeveloped 
land originally coastal sage scrub but at present badly disturbed. In re-
cent years the area has been subjected to numerous fires and a portion 
of it has been the site for the dumping of excess soil, sand, and gravel from 
nearby construction sites. 

According to Munz and Keck 95 both the Californian and Sierran Botan-
ical Provinces find their southern limits in northern Baja California. By 
restricting the garden's operations to the geographical boundaries of 
the state, both of these unique and floristically distinct provinces were bi-
sected. With the new land made available by the Claremont University 
Center and by action of the garden's Board of Trustees at a meeting 25 
April 1975, the garden agreed in principle to develop the new area as the 
Baja California annex with geographical limits restricted to those portions 
of the state of Baja California Norte belonging to the California Province 
(The Baja California portion of the Sierran Province is included within 
the boundaries of the California Province). Geographically it includes the 
coastal area from the California state line south approximately to El 
Rosario and a few small off-shore islands, and the Sierra de Juarez, and 
Sierra de San Pedro Martir mountain ranges as well as Guadalupe Island. 

Among common California trees and shrubs that reach their southern 
limits in northern Baja California are Fremontodendron californicum, lemon-
ade berry (Rhus integrifolia), sugar bush (R. ovata) , laurel sumac (R. 
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Botanic garden palm oasis. The California fan palm (W ashingt on ia fi/ifera) is th e 
only palm nat ive to Californi a. 

laurinai, fuchsia-flowered goosebe rry (Ribes speciosum), madrone (Arbutus 
menzeisii ), sycamore (Platanus racemosa), coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) 
and Engelmann's oak (Q. engelmannii) . Among the conifers are bishop 
pine (Pinu s muricata), Jeff rey pine (P. feffreyi ), Coulter's pine (P. coulteri), 
lodgepole pine (P. murrayana), and the sugar pine (P. lambertiana) as well 
as th e two piny on pines (P. monophylla and P. quadrifolia). 

Among those species which ha ve their greatest distribution in Baja 
California but extend a short distance into San Diego County are pride 
of California (Lathyrus splende ns), Acalypha calijornica, Fremontodendron 
me xicana , Agave shawii, and Ornithostaphylos oppositifolia. Species that 
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Mar cus E. Jones 1852-1934. Utah mining consultant who published his botanical ob-
servations in a private journal, Contributions to W estern Botany , "that is marked by 
its cutt ing criticism of almost all contemporaries." (Munz, A California Flora). His 
extensive herbarium owned by Pomona College is located at the botanic garden . Date of 
photograph and location unknown. 

do not reach the California border include Rosa minutifolia and Aesculus 
parryi. 

By adding the Baja California portions of the two botanical provinces 
it will be possible for the garden to have representatives from the entire 
geographical range of those species that extend south of the state line. 
The garden's sphere of operations will thus be circumscribed on a phyto-
geographical rather than a political basis. At present this portion of Baja 
California is not included in any published flora. 
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