





farmers?’ or ‘How would you like to go to Texas?”*’ Families initially acted guarded,
“[s]o I would try not to ask any questions for awhile and just social chitchat or
something” but after two to three days they would relax and “[a]fter a while, you know,
they’d tell you more than you could possibly print.”48

In 1946, Hoffman profiled three young career women that left behind their
hometown St Joseph, Missouri to find success and adventure in New York City, where
they “find that New York is just a grown up toy with a heart of gold.”49 The three recent
college graduates, Janie McPherson, Catherine (Caffie) Barrow, and Gretchen Chase all
caught “the career bug together — the high fever, rapid pulse New York variety,” that
Hoffman undoubtedly experienced herself as a young Smith graldualte.50 Hoffman
describes the cramped apartment the three women share on West 88"™ Street “with an
enormous slimy looking green marble sink,” “the cockroach problem, the smells of musty
halls and clarion-voiced neighbors and their radios” that cost $83 a month.”! Barrow
secured a job at Guaranty Trust during her senior year at Duke University as a tax analyst
trainee for $161 a month, but admitted the job’s main attraction lay in its New York
location. A recent graduate from the University of Missouri Journalism School,
McPherson recounted how her dad: “hit the roof when I decided to go to New York; said
an inexperienced kid like me didn’t have a prayer in national advertising.”52 She proved
her father wrong by knocking on the doors of countless major advertising agencies with

her portfolio before landing a coveted position as a copywriter for William Esty and
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Company making $260 a month. McPherson considered herself fortunate to work in a
field open to women, for “[i]n advertising, women’s talents are expected; they earn just
as much as men and can go just as high.”53 The third roommate, Chase, worked as an
assistant to the personnel director of American Express for $177 a week after graduating
from Swarthmore College. Chase aspired to eventually work in Foreign Service. She
admitted that “American Express has never sent a woman abroad yet,” but acknowledged
she was also the first woman to hold her current position.”* Throughout the article,
McPherson expresses her desire to work, and exclaims: “Can you imagine kissing some
guy goodbye every morning and walking over to a sinkful of dirty dishes? Not for me!
Maybe later. Not now.”> The other two women only planned to work a few years before
settling down, but the article makes a heroine out of the strong minded, focused Janie
McPherson that desired more out of her life than endless days stuck at home.

Hoffman covered a wide swath of American life through her “How America
Lives” columns, and in 1947 her profile of a soft coal mining family in Harlan County,
Kentucky revealed a community few readers knew about. Five days a week, 54 year old
Jim Perkins folded his 5’11 body into a space scarcely 34 inches high at Yokum Creek
Coal Company’s Mine No. 2.%% Jim called it “brutish work,” and lamented: “I been

57 His wife Alice and

crawlin’ in those mines for forty-two years now. I’m all broke up.
their seven children resided in a decrepit shack without running water. Neither parent

made it past fifth grade, and while “Jim says he would like to see his kids educated...the

problem of getting them to school defeats him.” Both Jim and his oldest son had
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tuberculosis, a disease that ran rampant in Harlan County as a poll “revealed that two in
every hundred school children in [the county] have active tuberculosis.”® Jim described
the life of a miner as “ a man settin’ between two hills with nothing to see but a tramcar
goin’ up and down, and no entertainment or nothin’.”>> Accompanying photos by Fonn
Lannelli showed Jim laying on his side in the dark, narrow mine. Other photos revealed
Alice hunched over washing laundry by hand. However, the photos also showed Jim
playing with his children and painted him as a devoted family man. Hoffman and
photographer Lannelli forced readers to face a hidden side of American life and to

witness the horrific mining conditions that hundreds of thousands of Americans inhabited.
The article warranted a mention in The New York Post that same month that praised Betty
Hannah Hoffman, who “takes us into the squalid four room shack of a Harlan County, Ky.
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miner.””" United Mine Workers Journal praised Ladies Home Journal for revealing “by

all odds the best picturization of life as coal miners are forced to live that has ever
appeared in a magazine of national irnportance.”61

In 1950, Hoffman received a letter from Bruce Gould praising her work on “How
America Lives.” He rewarded her strong narrative writing style: “We are raising your

»62 Hoffman,

price on this piece to $1,500, which I hope starts off 1950 pleasantly for you.
the mother of two boys under the age of six, relied upon her Ladies Home Journal

income to support the family when her husband left his law firm in 1950. Bob “suffered

from double vision and could no longer read,” essentially relying on his wife to be the
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primary breadwinner.®® Betty’s income housed the family in a 200-year-old stone
farmhouse in Newtown, Bucks County purchased for $15,OOO.64 Ladies Home Journal
enabled Hoffman to travel to Holland to profile the Dutch Royal Family for three months
in 1953. Printed as a six part series, the first installment, entitled “Born to Be Queen”
appeared in the March 1955 issue. In the headline, Queen Julianna proclaimed: “Our
child will not be raised in tissue paper...She is to be called Trix, even by the servants. We
do not want her to even hear the word m.”“ Hoffman later remembered Queen
Julianna as “a warm, sensitive, nice person.”66

The Saturday Evening Post sent staff writer Marge Schier to interview Betty and her

family on their farm in 1957 in an article that highlighted Betty’s contributions to

magazine writing. Schier herself was a working woman.

The Haffman family ¢ the Courier  town h From lell: B d fma
and Times photographer outside their beautiful Mew.  Ms. Holfman and Clem, 11. i ol Tastes, Pk,

¥ smilingly poses lo

Figure Six: “The Hoffman Family smilingly poses...” The Saturday Evening Post, June 29, 1957.
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The accompanying photograph, seen in figure six, captured Betty and Bob outside their
home with their eleven-year-old son Clem, nine-year-old son Bruce, and twenty-month
old daughter Nell as a smiling, content family. The article normalized Betty as a working
mother, and praised her for winning “the Benjamin Franklin Writing Award for
distinguished achievement in Writing.”67 Schier wrote that “Betty’s Journal articles take
more time and work than the casual reader might expect,” as one article on taxes required
five separate trips to St. Louis. When Betty travelled on assignment for “How America
Lives,” she revealed: “I put up in a hotel, but I'm apt to park with them from 9 a.m. till

midnight for five or six days.”®

Betty managed to write while the baby napped and the
older boys played outside, but also relied on a babysitter the children regarded as a
grandmother. Sometimes “she comes here to babysit and I'll go to her empty house to
write.”® Two years later, Hoffman wrote a book about Arthur and Kathryn Murray and
their dance series for Simon and Schuster, which The Saturday Even Post ran in
serialized segments.70

By 1962, Hoffman rejoined Ladies Home Journal’s staff as a contributing editor
and gained a significant bump in salary to earn $10,000 a year.”' That March, the
Journal sent Hoffman to California to do a story about Lucille Ball, only to call her mid-

assignment with news that Bruce and Beatrice Gould had resigned their posts as editor-in

chiefs.”” While the new editor killed her story, the connection with Ball eventually led to

67 Marge Schier, “Hoffmans Enjoy Bucks in Picturesque Home,” The Saturday Evening Post, June 29,
1957.

% Ibid.

% Tbid.

70 Betty Hannah Hoffman, Roving Reporter, 13.

! Ibid, 16.

7 Ibid, 16.

“Goulds Quit the Journal; Curtis Anderson, 34, is Editor,” The New York Times, March 6, 1962.

72



a New York Times bestselling autobiography of Lucille Ball, ghost written by Hoffman.”
Hoffman temporarily remained with the Journal, but clashed with the new editor in chief
Curtis Anderson. Anderson, only 34 years old, struggled to oversee the Journal and lost
his position after a tumultuous yealr.74 Hoffman lost her job along with Anderson. On
October 16, 1964, Bruce and Beatrice Gould wrote Hoffman a glowing letter of
recommendation recounting “the privilege of working with Betty Hannah Hoffman” for
over a decade.” They wrote, “she is an able, conscientious reporter, not easily
discouraged in the pursuit of necessary facts” with “the ability to set down her story in
highly readable form.” The Goulds “heartily recommend her as a reporter, writer, and
editor.”’® Anderson also wrote a recommendation, proclaiming: “Her interviews for
stories produced the widest possible variety of material so urgently needed by a major

5977

magazine.”' The next year in January of 1965, The New York Times reported Betty

Hannah Hoffman had been “named executive editor of Cosmopolitan magalzine.”78
Hoffman left Cosmopolitan less than a year into her post, but continued to
freelance for women’s magazines, including Ladies Home Journal, up through the 1970s.

Hoffman moved westward to Berkeley, California in 1967 to edit the UC News, a

publication that covered all nine campuses in the U.C. system. In 1970, the Berkeley
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Daily Gazette profiled Hoffman and reported that she “gathers news from all campuses,
selects, edits, and produces from scratch, right down to the layout.”79 Living in Berkeley
in the midst of the women’s liberation movement, Hoffman believed “there is a very
definite need for greater opportunity and equality for women in the field of education.”™
When Hoffman wrote her personal memoir in 2006, she began by stating: perhaps some
“will be interested in how a college-educated women in the twentieth century combined
marriage, children, and a career.”®! Acutely aware of the inequalities women faced,

Hoffman spent her career attempting to identify and fight these injustices through her

own work.

ITI. Maureen Daly: From Seventeenth Summer to her Lucrative Freelancing

Career

On June 19, 1944, the newly minted college graduate Maureen Daly received a
telegram containing a job offer to work at Ladies Home Journal under Bruce and
Beatrice Gould. The telegram informed her, “Mr and Mrs Gould...would like to make [a]
financial offer that would make it practical for you and your family to move to
Philadelphia as we are enthusiastic about having you on our staff.”® Asa 21-year-old
undergraduate in 1942, Daly had gained national recognition with the publication of her
novel Seventeenth Summer. Dodd, Mead & Co. selected her manuscript Seventeenth

Summer in the Intercollegiate Literary Fellowship contest for undergraduate writers and
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granted her a $1,200 prize alongside a publication deal.®

Daly was a senior at Rosary
College in River Forest, Illinois majoring in English and Latin.** New York Times book
reviewer Edith H. Walton praised Daly for making “an utterly enchanting book out of
this very fragile little story - one which rings true and sweet and fresh and sound.”™
Walton added that Daly “deals with one of the oldest themes in the world, the theme of
first love, and deals with it in a fashion which is so unhackneyed and so fresh that one

86 I an interview with The New

forgets how often the same story has been told before.
York Times following her publication, Daly explained her writing process: “What I’ve
tried to do, you see, is just write about the things that I knew about — that meant a lot to
me.” Daly strived to capture moments of youth, such as “[h]Jow you feel when you go
into the drug store for a coke and a boy you like is watching you, what it is like to be at a
dance and have no one dance with you for a long time while you pretend that you’re

doing a‘dright.”87

Daly credited her mother and an English teacher with encouraging her to
write in school. She recounts moments of inspiration, such as: “When I was 15 years old
and a boy rode up on his bike and we talked and I felt that spark — you know? — and I
went home” and wrote the short story “Fifteen.”™® Fittingly, Ladies Home Journal
acquired Daly to edit the monthly sub-deb column.*” The sub-deb column was created for

teenage readers.

Five years later, Life magazine profiled Daly and her three sisters as impressive
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career women to be exalted.”’ The article praised their position as “one of the most

. . . . 1
successful sister acts in current U.S. business life.”’

The eldest sister worked as a top
model in a Chicago department store, the second sister worked as an account executive
for a New York advertising agency, and the youngest wrote a teen-age column for the
Chicago Tribune and 35 other newspapers. Now 27 years old, Maureen maintained her
post at the Ladies Home Journal. The writer pointedly added that the sisters achieved
their success “without appearing on the stage or screen, recording close harmonies or
posing for home permanent-wave advertisements.”> They all held coveted and highly
competitive positions in career fields from which women were excluded from. Their
combined annual salary amounted to an impressive $100,000.” The article credits the
sisters’ unprecedented success to their Irish mother, for she “packed them off to the
library every week for a stack of books to study” and instilled in them “a hard driving

momentum which they never lost.”**

In an interview decades later, Daly reflected that
she and her sisters “were raised as equals. There wasn’t a boy in the family to deflect
attention from us; maybe that’s why we thrived.”®. When her father left Ireland in the
1920s with his wife and three young daughters and moved to the United States, he “loved

this country and thought there were great opportunities here.””°

Both of her parents
played an integral role in nurturing their four daughters’ interests and career pursuits.

An accompanying photograph shows a cozy Philadelphia living room with

Maureen, her husband William McGivern, and their blond-haired eleven-month-old

%0 Daly had two older sisters and one younger sister.
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daughter Megan. Her husband, a Philadelphia reporter, also writes mysteries, and is
hunched over a desk typing while Maureen props her feet up on the couch and plays with
the baby, as seen in figure seven. Maureen becomes a domestic wife in the photograph,
but the accompanying text continues to highlight her working life. The article praises
Seventeenth Summer, “that has since gone into 30 printings, been sold to the movies,

translated into nine languages and was once judged by U.S. youth as their third favorite

book” behind Gone with the Wind and Jane Eyre.97

f

SUBDEB COLUMMNIST Maureen lives with her hushand,  McGivern, u Philadelphia reporter, also writes mysteries, m-
William McGivern, and their 11-month-old daughter Megan. dio scripts, Hooften refers to himsellas “the fifth Daly sister.”

Figure Seven: “Subdeb Columnist,” Life, November 7, 1949, 76.

Moreover, the article focuses on the four sisters themselves as successful businesswomen
and devotes little space to their husbands, aside from a humorous caption of McGivern as
“the fifth Daly sister.”

During her stint at Ladies Home Journal, Maureen Daly gained a wide fan base as
readers across the nation wrote to her seeking advice. As editor of the sub-deb column,

Daly influenced many impressionable young readers. On March 8, 1948, Daly responded

7 «“Career Sisters,” Life, 76.
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to a fan by offering her advice on college and a career. She encouraged the young
woman to go to college, select a major, and “make contacts, write for interviews and
investigate [your desired] field thoroughly so when your diploma is handed to you, you
will know what your next step must be.””® She coaxed her to look beyond secretarial
work, for “if secretly you’ve always thought of doing personnel or social work, or of
getting into merchandising or journalism, don’t think that a secretarial position is the only
thing open to you just because you took a commercial course. Look around.”™” Daly
herself represented an approachable example of a woman who succeeded in college and
made a living off her writing. She ended the letter by advising: “grow up knowing where
you want to go — and you’re well on your way to getting there.”'*

Daly’s monthly column at Ladies Home Journal encouraged young readers to
send in inquiries about love and dating. The column, entitled “Ask Amy Daisy,” probed
young readers to drop a note to Daly if they had “the blues over boy troubles, lack of

dates, [or] difficulties at school.”!%!

Daly assumed a cheeky tone, and instructed young
women in a 1948 column to make their date feel special, even if they have “got
something special lined up for tomorrow night in the way of a six-foot-two senior with a
car and a smooth line: remember that “tonight it’s a date with John for an interschool

game. So keep your head on the ball — and your mind on J ohn!”'"? She advises against

“playing hard to get,” and reminds girls that “[w]hen a boy calls the phone to ask for a

%8 Response to Fan Letter, March 8, 1948, Maureen Daly Papers, Ax753, Special Collections and
University Archives, University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon.
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date, he wants a date — not a lot of ““call me back, I’ll tell you later” chatter.'® She
dismissed antiquated dating habits and hoped readers would embrace the change, for the
“old days of peeking demurely over lace fans and rolling those baby blue eyes are over

104 The column

forever,” and now “boy girl friendships are more casual and spontaneous.
failed to fully embody her journalistic prowess, but it gave Daly a salary and enabled her
to build her portfolio.

In 1951, Daly undertook an extensive three-month assignment in Berlin, Germany
to cover German opinions of the United States from a youth perspective. Daly recounted
a city reeling from the aftermath of war and struggling to live alongside American
occupation. Daly wrote that young Germans view Americans in an individualistic sense
as “casual, wealthy, freedom-loving and without depth or culture, ‘though as generous as
little children.”” When they consider the United States “as a nation affecting the destiny
of Germany and the world,” their emotions invariably became more complex.105 Most
young Germans gleaned their impression of the U.S. from imported American movies
and magazines. One unemployed young man disparaged the copious magazine
advertisements for automobiles and refrigerators and other modern appliances, bitterly

saying: “Those ads are just propaganda. You don’t even have half those things.”106

Many
pictured the United States as New York, either as a place “only for people with a lot of

money” or as a place that “used to be a good place for opportunity, but it’s all filled up
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and taken over by immigralnts.”107 Daly did not hesitate to print negative comments, and
refused to glorify the United States in her piece.

In September of 1953, Daly profiled Mr. and Mrs. McCloskey for Ladies Home
Journal’s “How America Lives” column with the headline “Meet the Mrs. $10,000
Executive in the Home.” Jack McCloskey, “a husky young man in a tweed sports jacket”
spends his days as a high school teacher in Collingswood, New Jersey making $3,800 a

year while his wife Nita stays home with their two young boys.108

In addition to his job
at the high school, Jack commutes hundreds of miles as a basketball player with the
Sunbury Mercuries. Despite his long hours, Daly wrote that “Nita, who matches her
husband’s double-job efforts with a full-sixteen hour day of her own, is as enthusiastic
about their marriage as a well-paid press agent.”109 The main headline of the article
proclaimed: “7 a.m. to 11 p.m. — no sky-high tycoon or strong laborer works harder than

59110

a size 10 blonde with two children. In a side column, the article surmised that it

would cost the couple $10,000 a year to hire someone to do all of the cooking, cleaning,

and childcare that Nita performs as a wife and mother.'"!

The article celebrates Nita, and
forces readers to consider the economic assets they brought to their own household as
stay at home mothers.

Beyond her duties as an editor, Daly proposed several articles to Bruce and

Beatrice Gould. In November of 1952, Daly wrote to the Goulds about an article

highlighting the plight of Americans adopting European orphans. The current U.S.

7 Ibid., 46.

1% Maureen Daly, “Meet the Mrs. $10,000 Executive in the Home,” Ladies Home Journal, September
1953, 53-4.

1% 1bid, 155.

"9 1bid, 153-4.

" Ibid, 153.

80



immigration policies made European adoption difficult, but Senator Benaton of
Connecticut “feels that a Journal article on the subject could rouse public and senatorial
opinion enough to have the law revised in relation and to adoptable children.”’ 12 Daly
adds that when she and her husband Bill wanted to adopt a child, they “went to the
American Legation, looking both prosperous and motherly, for information and were told
succinctly, ‘It took a General three years to do it. I don’t see how you could expect to

swing it.”'"?

Daly wielded her power as a journalist to attempt to reform U.S.
Immigration Laws, and her inclusion of Senator Benaton reaffirms Ladies Home
Journal’s national influence.

After rising to become an associate editor, Daly and her husband moved to
Europe in the early-fifties and both become freelance journalists. Daly contributed to
Ladies Home Journal on and off throughout the 1950s and 1960s, but she maintained her
independence as a writer."'* She networked with both editors and potential story subjects
to generate stories, and pitched her ideas to a wide range of magazines. Many of her
female writing peers also freelanced for women’s magazines as well as more general
interest magazines. Looking back in 1986, Daly explained that she and her husband
“lived our lives the way we wanted to, and travelled all over the world.”'"> She retained
her contacts in the publishing business and returned to the U.S. every few years. While

living abroad, Daly lived in a “writing household, with two typewriters going” as she

wrote her articles and her husband wrote his novels.''®
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In November of 1951, Daly wrote to an editor at LOOK magazine proposing a
piece on Yugoslavia. Daly and her husband intended to visit the country, and “[Ladies
Home Journal] is not interested in anything abroad for the moment and the other
women’s magazines are out as long as I have a JOURNAL tie-in.”""” After checking
Reader’s Digest, it appears “LOOK has done nothing on Yugoslavia recently and since
they often do excellent pieces on youth, in U.S. and other places, my going to Yugoslavia
might interest them.” She proposed two separate stories tailored to fit LOOK’s editorial
voice and style. She pitched a story “from the youth angle, a picture-text piece on one
specific Yugoslavian boy, between 18 and 22,” before also pitching “picture and caption-
stories on a dozen young men and women round the country, with about a 2,000 word
article on the general life, economic prospects, education, entertainment, attitudes
towards current world conditions of the young people of the country.”' '8 ‘While both
stories essentially focused on youth life in Yugoslavia, she offered two distinct lenses to
frame the story. Daly ended her letter with a plea, for “[i]t’s been so long since I'’ve done
anything for anyone but the JOURNAL, I feel I'm snapping an umbilical cord.”""
Despite her strong working relationship with Ladies Home Journal, Daly actively worked
to spread her journalistic skills across a wide platform.

Decades after their careers at Ladies Home Journal, Daly sent Hoffman a letter
that illustrates the pride they held for their former positions at the magazine. In July of

2002, Daly wrote to Hoffman to lament their mutual exclusion from “the Goulds’ long-
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ago book.”'? Published in 1968, the Goulds’ memoir American Story traced their
editorial leadership at the Journal from 1935 to 1962. Daly “expected to have a half
dozen words about the fact that the Journal ran Seventeenth Summer after a freakish
Gallup Poll found it was currently (back then) [the] most popular book in the U.S., after
the Bible.”'*' Both women lent their talents and editorial direction to the magazine, and
Daly praised Hoffman, for: “You certainly should have been included and discussed
since it was generally thought...that your reporting was the turnaround point for the
Journal’s being considered important in the serious publishing world — coal mining
HOW AMERICA LIVES, for instance.”'?? Their omission from the Goulds’ memoir in
1968 still incited an impassioned response from Daly 34 years later. Hoffman’s and
Daly’s articles had resonated with them throughout their life, and undoubtedly helped
shape their sense of self. Daly dismissed the memoir as “essentially a shallow, missed
the mark book which could have benefited from the skills, advice and writing of some of
the talented people who worked at the magazine over the yealrs.”123 Indeed, the book
served to emphasize the Goulds’ influence on publishing during their time at Ladies
Home Journal, but the book neglected to acknowledge and thank the hard working staff
that helped publish the Journal each month. By ignoring the role of their female writers,
the Goulds followed a larger trend of erasing the role these women played in history.
Maureen Daly, Betty Hannah Hoffman, and Dorothy Thompson all brought their
individual sensibilities to the Ladies Home Journal. During an era where gender norms

placed middle-and-upper-class women in the home, these women carved out careers at
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one of the most successful women’s magazines. These three pioneering women indirectly
used Ladies Home Journal as a platform to inspire and validate American women in
society. They imbued every article with their personal voices, while earning substantial
salaries. All three women married and had children while maintaining successful careers.
During the 1950s, Hoffman became the primary breadwinner in her family. The Journal
enabled both Hoffman and Daly to travel to Europe, and gave them the economic
freedom to live a comfortable life. Hoffman, Daly, and Thompson only represent a small
fraction of the hundreds of women who worked and free-lanced for the Journal, but they

embody a small but vital class of women that used women’s magazines to build careers.
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CONCLUSION
When Bruce and Beatrice Gould left Ladies Home Journal in 1962, the New York

Post lamented “the end of an era.”

The article praised Beatrice for her talent “in sensing the
mood of the feminine public long before it was eventually expressed.”* The New York Times
expressed identical sentiments and declared the Goulds’ departure marked “the end of an era

in the women’s magazine field.”

The Times reported that under the leadership of the Goulds,
“the Journal had reigned supreme for many years until the recent rise of McCall’s.”* Ladies
Home Journal never regained its dominance over fellow women’s magazines as subsequent
editors struggled to strike the same tone the Goulds had created and sustained during their
twenty-seven year reign. Many women’s magazines floundered and failed to retain readers,
and by the end of the twentieth-century both McCall’s and Woman’s Home Companion had
folded. Ladies Home Journal persevered, but the magazine today bears scant resemblance to
its former identity in the 1950s. In 2011, Ladies Home Journal claimed an average
circulation of 3.2 million readers, far below its circulation under the Goulds.’

Flipping through an issue of Ladies Home Journal today, it is easy to forget the
revolutionary role the magazine played in populating its offices with smart, independent, and
talented female writers and editors during the postwar period. These women worked together

to challenge stereotypical views of domesticity during the 1950s through their articles.

Dorothy Thompson, Betty Hannah Hoffman, and Maureen Daly only represent a fraction of

! Robert S. Bird, “End of an Era — Goulds Leave Ladies Home Journal,” New York Post, March 6, 1962.

? Ibid.

3 “Goulds Quit the Journal; Curtis Anderson, 34, is Editor,” The New York Times, March 6, 1962, accessed
February 4, 2014, nytimes.com.

*Ibid.

5 “Total Circ for Consumer Magazines,” Alliance for Audited Media, last modified December 21, 2013,
http://abcas3.auditedmedia.com/ecirc/magtitlesearch.asp.

Ladies Home Journal’s exact circulation in 2011 was 3,225,863 readers.

Good Housekeeping had a circulation of 4,348,641 readers.
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the female writers employed by the Journal, but they, along with countless others, sustained
long and prosperous careers with Ladies Home Journal. In addition to achieving success in
their careers, many of these women married and raised a family. By virtue of their identity
as career women, they inherently challenged postwar gender ideals that insisted women
should remain in the home. They successfully defied the image of the stereotypical American
housewife, and used their positions at Ladies Home Journal to create a more nuanced
complex image of American women in the 1950s.

A discrimination scandal at The New York Times in 1972 illustrates the profound
sexism female reporters found in the newsrooms of more general-interest publications.
While Ladies Home Journal cultivated a distinctly female friendly working environment
from its inception, The New York Times continued to discriminate against female employees
into the 1970s. On May 31, 1972, fifty female reporters and editors at The New York Times
delivered a five page letter to the head of the paper, Arthur Ochs “Punch” Sulzberger,
“setting out in dramatic detail the sorry lot of female workers at a newspaper whose public
image — whose image of itself — was that of a liberal and benevolent institution.”® The letter
referenced the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and calculated that “women with comparable
education, ability, and years of service were paid less than men for doing the same work.”’
The women broke down the statistics, and found that the 7Times employed 43 female
reporters compared to 385 male reporters. The Times employed 33 foreign correspondents,
but only three were women. There were no women on the executive masthead. At the time,

Betsy Wade, the chief copy editor on the foreign desk, held the highest position of any

6 Nan Robertson, The Girls in the Balcony (New York: Random House, 1992), 7.
7 .
Ibid, 8.
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woman at the paper. At 43 years old, Wade was married with two sons.® These statistics
sharply contrast with the masthead at Ladies Home Journal, where female editors and writers
held high-level positions and asserted their prerogatives without a boardroom full of
intimidating senior male executives. The gender inequalities at The New York Times erupted
in a sex-discrimination suit and culminated in a book written by the former Times reporter
Nan Robertson, but gender discrimination continued to permeate the workplace.

The media often profiles and heralds the female journalists that challenged barriers in
general interest magazines and newspapers, but the numerous women that worked for Ladies
Home Journal deserve recognition as pioneers in the predominantly male world of
journalism. They finagled a career and an identity, all while simultaneously countering
gender discrimination that attempted to push women out of the workplace. During my
research, I encountered dozens and dozens of female reporters in the bi-lines of old issues of
Ladies Home Journal. Their names have faded with time, but all of them played an integral
role in overcoming barriers in the workplace. Betty Friedan attempted to discredit these
women in The Feminine Mystique, but my thesis aimed to show the momentous role the
female writers and editors played in empowering women.

Throughout the 1950s, Ladies Home Journal encouraged women to engage in politics,
to take pride in their gender, to take charge of their sexual experiences, and to support the
notion that women could both work and be mothers. The “How America Live” series
profiled a wide swath of economically diverse American families, from the coal mining
family in Kentucky to the married working mother in Georgetown. The series illustrated the
complexities within American families, and showed female readers that they could be a

mother and a wife without losing their individual identity. Margaret Hickey and Dorothy

8 Ibid, 7.
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Thompson urged female readers to campaign for social change in their monthly columns,
while countless staff writers, like Betty Hannah Hoffman and Maureen Daly, consistently
celebrated the achievements of women in their articles. Collectively, Ladies Home Journal

helped combat the image of a glamorized 1950s housewife through its monthly magazine.
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